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_ Basketball coach celebrates 
10 years at NECC 


Julie Varney photo 


NECC Men’s Basketball Coach Darren Stratton 
receives a plaque from Athletic Director Sue 
MacAvoy at an event honoring his 10 year career 
_ at NECC on Saturday, Jan. 30. For more on this 


story, see page 12. 


Four cars broken into 
on first day of class 


Rash of car break-ins 
resurfaces in the 
spring semester 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


Four cars were broken into on the 
first day of the semester, continuing a 
recent rash of break-ins that have 
occurred on the NECC campus. 

These latest break-ins took place 
on Monday, Jan. 25, in the C building 
parking lot. 

The first incident was reported to 
the Haverhill Police at 1:14 p.m. 

In this incident, Paul Anderson 
told police his red 1996 Chevy 
Cavalier was broken into sometime 
between 9:45 and 11 a.m. Police said 
the unknown suspect(s) made entry 
into the vehicle by damaging the dri- 
vet's side door lock. 

Anderson also reported that a 
Pioneer car radio, backpack, and 
Tommy Hilfinger brand cologne had 
been taken from his vehicle, police 
said. 

Another car was also reported 
broken into from the same lot at 
approximately the same time. 

In this incident, Nicole Scanlon 
told police she parked her gray 1997 
Dodge Intrepid on campus at 9:45 
a.m. and when she returned from class 
at 11:55 a.m. she noticed her car had 
been broken into. 


Faculty union demands 


Teachers and 
students speak out 
against schedule cut 


By AARON Foss 
Staff Writer 


In protest of the elimination of 
late afternoon and evening campus 
shuttle service, the NECC faculty and 
professional staff union has made it 
known to the school that they would 
like the service fully restored. 

Professor Steve Russell, president 
of the union chapter, spoke on the 
concerns of faculty have regarding 
the issue. 

“Many members felt it was 
impeding students from classes they 
had already signed up for,” said 
Russell. 

A letter from the union demand- 


ing full shuttle service be restored — 


was sent to President David Hartleb, 
though no response has been made by 
the president regarding the faculty 
and student complaints as of press 
time. 

“The request was drawn at a 
meeting to return service to the level 
it was at in the fall semester. The deci- 
sion was unanimous, no one said we 
shouldn't do it,” Russell said. “Lots of 
people are concerned there was no 
college wide discussion and no input 
solicited beforehand. That's what's 
been troubling to many people.” 

Sue Wolfe, vice president of 
administration and finance, has 
acknowledged in the past that many 
students rely on the shuttle to trans- 
port themselves between campuses 
but eliminating the shuttle is estimat- 
ed to save the college $35,000 a year. 
As of now, no plan is in place to bring 
the service back, according to Wolfe. 

“We do not have any plans at the 


current time to reinstitute the shuttle 
as to do so would require reductions 
in other services,” said Wolfe. 

As far as the potential for bring- 
ing back the shuttle in the future, the 
outlook is uncertain at best. 

“Tt is something we will be look- 
ing at during budget meetings next 
month in regards of being able to 
expand it to a 10 p.m. schedule,” said 
Wolfe. “We know it is a valuable 
service and we want to provide it.” 

Wolfe acknowledged she has also 
received complaints from students 
about the cut in shuttle service. 

Until a decision is made, the stu- 
dents and faculty will simply have to 
wait and see if the full shuttle service 
is restored in the future. 

“Tt seems a lot of faculty and pro- 
fessional staff are interested in servic- 
ing students from economically dis- 
advantaged backgrounds. Providing a 
good transportation service would 
help a lot,” said Russell. 


Scanlon told police an iPod Nano, 
valued at $250, and an Alpine car 
stereo, valued at $300, were taken 
from her car. 

According to police, Scanlon said 
she locked the doors to her car, but the 
car itself was undamaged, specifically 
the windows or locks. 

Police said the victim reported the 
break-in to campus security right after 
she noticed the items missing. 
According to police, security told the 
victim there is one camera in the park- 
ing lot and that they would review the 
video to see if there was anything on 
It. 

The incident was later reported to 
the Haverhill Police at 7:33 p.m. 

According to campus security 
reports, two additional cars in the C 
building parking lot were broken into 
at 7 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 25. 

These four break-ins that occurred 
on the first day of the spring semester 
follow three break-ins that occurred 
on one of the last days of the fall 
semester. As previously reported by 
the Observer, three cars were broken 
into on Wednesday, Dec. 16. 

There were no reports of any such 
incidents over winter break. 

After the incident in December, a 
campus-wide email was sent out 
warning students not to leave valuable 
items in their vehicles. This email was 
the first public statement made by the 
college regarding the recent thefts on 


campus. 
The latest incident prompted the 
same email to be sent out on 


Wednesday, Jan. 27, noting the recent 


rash of break-ins. 

According to Bill Blouin, chief of 
campus security, there is one camera 
which faces the C building parking 
lot, which is located on the front of the 
building above the main entrance. 

According to Blouin, the camera 
can observe a wide view of the lot as 
well as zoom in, but trees block much 
of the view. 

“The camera system is what it is. 
It has its limitations,” said Blouin. 

However, not being able to see the 
whole parking lot is just one of the 
limitations of the camera system on 
campus. 

The camera on the front of the C 
building is the only camera on campus 
that can view a parking lot, according 
to Blouin. 

The other exterior cameras on 
campus are located around the 
entrances of the B and E buildings, 
according to Blouin. 

Despite the lack of cameras moni- 
toring the parking lots, Sue Wolfe, 
vice president of administration and 
finance, said that security has 
increased in all of the parking lots, 
especially in the C building lot. 

She said that guards are now trav- 
elling the parking lots at all times in 
the security van. 

Wolfe also believes thefts will be 
dettered if students are more vigilant 
about keeping their property safe. 

“Don’t keep valuables in a car and 
a place where people can walk by and 
easily see them,” she said. “It presents 
an easy target and opportunity.” 


shuttle’s return 


File photo 


The faculty and staff union at NECC would like to see 
full shuttle service restored for students. 
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Cameras la 


parking lots 


Car break-ins and thefts have 
become an increasing problem here 
at NECC. As students returned to 
campus on the first day of class, so 
did the car thieves. Four cars were 
broken into on that one day and these 
were only the latest incidents in a 
recent rash of vehicle thefts and 
break-ins. From April 2009 until 
now, six cars have been stolen and 13 
broken into on campus. So this raises 
the question about what is being 
done to prevent thefts and break-ins 
from continuing to happen. 

Sue Wolfe, vice president of 
administration and finance at NECC, 
says security has been increased in 
all the parking lots on campus, with 
the security van always patrolling the 
lots. Wolfe also said that while no 
additional guards have been hired, 
the hours of those currently working 
have been reallocated to provide for 


more coverage. But the security 
guard staff is already limited in its 
numbers, and the guards cannot 
physically be watching in all lots at 
all times. This is the reality. 

A solution to this problem would 
be to have more of a security camera 
presence, with video cameras moni- 
toring all parking lots at all times. 
However, at NECC the camera pres- 
ence, or lack thereof, is a problem, 
with only one camera indirectly fac- 
ing one parking lot on campus. 
Cameras face building entrances and 
spot students smoking, however 
cameras don’t face parking lots 
where thieves continue to smash 
windows and steal cars and property. 

This itself is a problem. 
Although cameras are no doubt a 
costly investment that the college 
would have to justify making in 
tough financial times, we believe it 
is an investment worth making to 
help keep people and their proper- 
ty safe here on campus. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
| may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
} room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
j cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 
} or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 

We prefer submissions via email: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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Alkemene Katexinos 


Accounting 
“Very often.” 


Kollin Klein 

Liberal Arts: Writing Option 
“Very seldomly, maybe one text a 
day only if it’s really important.” 


—— 


Anothony Coco 

Criminal Justice 

“I text a lot because class is bor- 
ing.” 


MCT Campus cartoon 


How often do you text 
during class ? 


Danielle Lamirande 

Deaf Studies 

“I don’t text because it is distract- 
ing.” 


Photos/Interviews by Chantal McGovern 


Rose Dinuccio 
Criminal Justice 
“All the time.” 


Jeffery Liriano 
Business Management 
“I text once or twice.” 
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Social networking; shallow support 


On social networking 
sites, commitment is 
Just a click away 

By ELISABETH GREEN 


Twitter, 
- Myspace and 
_ Facebook. 


street and it is 
- likely that nine 
out of every 10 
people asked 
will admit to 
having one of 
the above. 

Shocking? Not really. 
Universally, these social networking 
sites are something that almost 
everyone has in common. 

They have changed everything 
from how we communicate to how 
we express and identify ourselves. 
Now a person's identity can be 
established through their social pro- 
file. One can choose, or even fabri- 
cate, the information they wish oth- 
ers to see, and can hand pick a pro- 
file picture that shows their good 
side, drops ten pounds, hides their 
double chin, or does them way more 
justice than their actual appearance. 
It's no secret: everyone looks better 
on Facebook. 

Perhaps that's why these social 
networking sites are so popular? 
Whatever the reason, everyone 
seems to be hopping on the band- 
wagon. Gaming companies have 
uploaded games such as “Farmville” 
and “Mafia Wars,” generating mil- 
lions of dollars a year in the selling 
of virtual goods. Companies have 
invented profiles and fan pages 
worth millions of dollars in market- 
ing and free advertising. Political 
candidates have utilized Facebook 
in their campaigns. (It's no secret 
that the recently elected Scott 
Brown put Martha Coakley to 


shame in the number of fans the can- 
didates had on Facebook). 

Non-profit organizations even 
have their own application so that 
users can “support” their causes 
with the click of a button. These 
sites have drastically changed the 
way we communicate and interact as 
communities. They have even rede- 
fined and reestablished what our 
communities are. 

Until recently, I never objected 
to the way this has affected the way 
we interact asa culture. However, I 
have recently grown leery in observ- 
ing the potential affect this has on 
the way we respond, or fail to 
respond, when it comes to more 
important subject matter. 

For example, if the same profile 
which is used to present a skewed 
image of our individuality is also 
used to express our allegiance to a 
political candidate or our devotion 
to movements of social justice, does 
it not take away from the value and 
legitimacy of the latter? The pletho- 
ra of content on these websites 
ranges from trivial to significant. 

Yet with so much content on one 
network, the lines between what is 
consequential and what is for enter- 
tainment can become blurred. 

Furthermore, to use these sites 
as a medium for instituting social 
change can strip important issues of 
principles that ought to define them. 

Many mass media experts hold 
fast to the theory of Marshall 
McLuhen who said, “the medium 
[the form through which we con- 
sume a message] is the message.” 

This means that what our brains 
perceive from any given message is 
not just the message itself, but rather 
the medium through which it is 
delivered. 

At first glance, it seems like a 
radical theory, but many mass media 
experts hold true to this theory and it 
has been supported through cultural 
trends over the past 20 years: So, if 
the medium is the message, as so 
many mass media experts believe, 
the message we are sending through 
social networking might be further- 


ing our cause in the short term, but 
cheapening significant issues in the 
long run. 

If this is true, then the principles 
we are trying to stand for are com- 
promised and any change can hardly 
be of any great value. Furthermore, 
there seems to be a disconnect 
between our cyber-support of an 
issue and our actual support in reali- 


Alfred Adler said “It is easier to 
fight for one's principles than to live 
up to them.” In a society where 
standing up for one's principles can 
be as easy as becoming a “fan” of 
something on Facebook this has 
never rang truer. Individuals accept 
these outlets as acceptable forums of 
expression, but fail to see that there 
is little engagement through this 
kind of medium. - 

While it is easy to click a button 
and “support a cause” or become a 
fan of a political candidate, the real- 
ity is that successful social move- 
ments are fueled by personal choic- 
es and interactive engagement. This 


- is a fact that is readily ignored. 


Therefore, as a culture we have the 
appearance of involvement yet fail 
to “walk the walk” and engage these 
issues in reality. 

Our engagement lacks an endur- 
ing commitment to principles such 
as justice, fairness and integrity and 
change is slow to come by. 

History has shown that is 
through a grueling type of dialec- 
tical process that social move- 
ments have transformed cultural 
perspectives and implemented 
policies which result in long term 
change. 

This requires persistence but 
through this dialectical conflict 
there is a shift in which a move- 
ment become s a new cultural 
standard. 

Some messages are just “a 
dime a dozen” and social justice 
is not a cheap cause. Those who 
are looking to effectively engage 
in society need to move past the 
“fan page” and save the 
Facebook for trivial affairs. 
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Watorade 
Food and Beverage 
3,561 fans 


Dr Pepper 
Food and Beverage 
239,635 fans 


Florida 
Travel 
80,247 fans 


Buffalo Wild Wings 
Food and Beverage 
111,606 fans 


Photo courtesy of facebook.com 


Facebook makes it surprisingly easy to show your 
support for anything without making a genuine com- 


mitment. 


What do you do 


To the Editor: 

You know the old saying, “the 
third time's the charm,” right? Let's 
all hope it's true. This semester 
will mark the third time I am trying 
to complete courses in the latter 
half of my second year at Northern 
Essex. At the start of the semester 
in January of 2009 I was looking 
forward to graduating and then 
heading off to a four year school to 
finish my education. I never got 
past the first week. Three days into 
the semester I was rushed to 
Children's Hospital in Boston and 
shortly thereafter I was diagnosed 
with cancer. I was forced to take a 
medical leave from NECC because 
my chemotherapy and radiation 
treatments would consume too 
much time and prevent me from 
taking my slate of courses. 
Miraculously, on July 29, 2009, I 
was deemed cancer free. For the 


next month I lived as close to a nor- 
mal life as possible: hanging with 
friends, visiting family, vacationing 
to the beach and once again, regis- 
tering for classes. 

Having already been accepted 
to a four-year school I decided to 
take another shot at Northern Essex 
before heading off to receive my 
four year degree because I still was- 
n't healthy enough to be so far from 


“home. The fall 2009 semester start- 


ed off like any other, but then I 
experienced a serious case of déja 
vous. 

On September 24th I was hospi- 
talized and scheduled to have an 
emergency surgery the next day 
because of scar tissue located in my 
small intestine (thank you very 
much radiation). The surgery 
helped, but did not solve my prob- 
lem so I underwent another surgery 
on October 30th and came out of 
the OR with an ostomy and ileosto- 


my. I was released nearly a month 
later on November 24 after spend- 
ing two months in the hospital. 

So far, I have had a very hard 
time accepting what has happened 
to me, PTSD you could say, but 
every time I have a tough day I look 
at a quote that hangs in my bed- 
room. “It's not what they take away 
from you that counts. It's what you 
do with what you have left.” Hubert 
Humphrey stated these words and I 


feel that he beautifully summed up 
the last twelve months of my life. I 
had a year of my life stolen away, 
but in that time I met so many 
amazing people, made new friends, 
lost an uncle in an automobile acci- 
dent and lost a close friend whose 
cancer got the best of him. I 
learned so much about myself over 
the past twelve months and now I 
am a better person. Being diag- 
nosed with cancer saved my life 


with what you have left? 


and opened my eyes to a world I 
had been blocking out. So here's to 
a new life, a new semester and a 
great life. 


LIVESTRONG, 


Seth Dallaire 


r from you. 


Include “Opinion-Editor” in subject line. -: 


Page 4 NECC Observer Feb. 10, 2010 


Get the message: stop texting 


Texting disrupts class 
for students and 


teachers alike 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


ran  ¢ 
» American 
lifestyle is tex- 
ting: constantly 
clicking, send- 
ing and receiv- 
ing messages. 
Texting is the 
addiction of the 
whole popula- 
tion, annoying 
texters are 
lurking around every corner ready to 
give you a concussion because they 
do not pay attention as they run to 
class. After the convenient invention 
of texting, using other forms of com- 
munication seems stupid. 

NECC students are not any dif- 
ferent from the stereotypical texting 
American and fall into the category 
of the classic texter. Colliding with 
inanimate objects while bustling to 
something for which they are already 
late. Getting mad every time they 
lose their sacred charger, taking 
anger out on their significant other 
who was already annoyed with their 
habit. Constantly complaining to 
everyone and anyone about how 
expensive their phone bill is because 


they cannot stop texting. 

Currently it is impossible for 
some to not text which likely 
explains why NECC students always 
text non-stop, even during 50 minute 
classes. 

Students are bored to the point of 
actually reading the Observer and 
need to text their mother a request for 
grilled cheese with the crust cut off. 

Even worse, the drama going 
down on Facebook is much more 
interesting to them than the drama a 
dude named William Shakespeare 
wrote centuries ago. 

These are perfectly reasonable 
excuses for texting during class 
because our lives are hectic. 
Therefore sending one text through- 
out class is understandable. However, 
one text tums into another and anoth- 
er. Several minutes later, you have 
sent 30 messages with the basic 
three-lettered phrase of “OMG!” 

Approximately two years later 
students will graduate with the 
advanced skills to make money as a 
professional texter. 

After all, it is difficult learning 
when you have the attention span of a 
chinchilla. 

Seriously, texting is the only vice 
left after the smoking ban has come 
into effect. Texting is much like 
smoking and has become an issue in 
its own right. 

Can you imagine the frustration 
of non-texters at NECC? Some stu- 
dents invest every penny they have 
into attending school and expect to 
get the education they pay for. It is 


nearly impossible to focus in class 
when people have noisy keyboards. 
Paying attention in class is crucial, 
even in classes that suck you practi- 
cally lifeless. NECC is forcing you to 
take those classes to help you slowly 
mold into a smarter and brighter per- 
son, getting an education was never 
intended to be fun. 


“(Texting is) detrimental to the . 


whole class,” Philosophy Professor 
John Rollins said. “I actually lose my 
whole train of thought and need to 


refocus. For the past two years of & 


teaching here it has been a constant 
problem.” 

Whereas several professors fail 
to notice texters altogether, even 
when students text in the front class. 
In the majority of classes at NECC, 
students are hiding their phones 
behind a stack of books that they 
have never opened. Even when a stu- 


dent puts in the extra effort to conceal ES 


it, texting is always obvious to other 
students. 

“J don't think I ever notice,” 
English Professor Ginger Hurajt 
said. “Texting doesn't bother me, not 
as much as a phone. It is their choice 
to pay attention in class.” 

We are paying for our education 
so it is our choice whether we want 
to learn or not. However, I find it 
rather odd and disturbing that many 
professors do not find texting insult- 
ing and rude. Professors actually put 
more time and effort into courses 
than most students do. They have to 
stand in front of a class of reluctant 
students and lecture the whole time 


Obama speaks in NH 


Obamas speech 
clearly defines 
challenges ahead 


By LINDSAY DASKE 
Correspondent 


Around 1,600 people gath- 
ered at President Barack 
Obama's live rally in Nashua 
this week inspiring the 
hope we had when he was first 
elected into office. America 
needed someone who both cared 
about and related to them. We 
saw that quality in President 
Obama then, and it was still 
apparent at his speech Tuesday, 
Feb. 2: 

The issues presented were all 
problems that pertain to us 
directly as students and citizens 
We can't hide from issues like 
unemployment rates, and rising 
tuition costs. Obama doesn't 
either, and instead he offered his 
goals to address and solve in 
2010. 

Although the economy has 
been improving (6% last quarter 
according to Obama) businesses 
still aren't in the position to hire. 
One in ten Americans still can't 
find work. Jobs are our prob- 
lems, and Obama insisted that 
“jobs have to be our number one 
focus in 2010.” If there are no 
jobs available to the public, then 
more must be created. This is the 
solution at which Obama 
arrived. His plan for boosting 
the number of jobs available is 


same 


approving funding of 30 million 
dollars to be given to local 
banks to assist small business, 
which have been responsible for 
around 65% of new jobs in the 
past ten years. Small business 
will also be receiving more tax 
breaks. Tax breaks and more 
available money will allow the 
existing companies to flourish, 
companies the 
This in turn 
creates more jobs for those who 
are both experienced with and 
new to the work force. Another 
issue discussed that is of high 
importance emphasis on 
equality and affordability of 
higher education. We as commu- 
nity college students were men- 
tioned specifically. 

“Let's work together to 
upgrade our community colleges 
which is a gateway to a career 
for so many children from work- 
ing class families,” said Obama. 
As progressing students at a 
community college these are our 
issues, our problems, and our 
concerns. We are the ones who 
work hard to pay to go to class 
everyday so that we can one day 
have a career. We must agree 
with him when he said the best 
anti-poverty plan is education. 
Obama is fighting so that we can 
graduate into an economy where 
it's possible to find jobs to pay 
our college loans, or sustain a 
comfortable quality of life. 
After Bush I think it's safe to say 
many of us lost our faith in the 
American government. Even 


and give new 


opportunity to try. 


was 


Wire photo 


Obama’s speeches stir 
the hopes of many strug- 
gling US citizens with 
promises of progress 
and action. 


worse were the losses our econ- 
omy endured during the Bush 
administration. Obama walked 
into a world full of problems. 
Despite all of the obstacles 
before us, America saw Obama 
as hope for the future. 

As Obama spoke confidently 
at Nashua High School North, he 
made everyone confident that it 
will be a better tomorrow. I 
believe he said it best when he 
said: “I ran to solve problems 
for the next generation. I ran to 
get the hard things done. That's 
why you elected me.” 


Texting ‘addiction’ 


to people who honestly don't care. 
Then after teaching the same materi- 
al five times in a row they must grade 
150 papers in one sitting. 

It is disheartening that many stu- 
dents canhot control their texting 
habits. 

There really is no excuse for tex- 
ting especially when students can 


Wire photo 
interferes with the educational 


process both at home and at school, shortchanging 
students everywhere. 


take online classes when they are 
behind a screen and can text as much 
as they want to. 

Until students actually stop tex- 
ting in class and show more respect 
for their professors and their futures, 
teachers need to start confiscating 
phones. 


Equal rights 


for all 


GSA provides a safe 
haven for all while 
promoting tolerance 


By Rick INGAHAM 
Correspondent 


Same-sex marriage has been a 
hot item in the news for years 
now. Votes have been brought 
before state legislatures time and 
time again bringing with them 
livid anti-gay demonstrations. 
Large groups of people have 
organized with bullhorns and 
painted signs to destroy the exten- 
sion of equal rights to gay and les- 
bian couples. With all of the noise 
and outcry, someone happening 
upon the coverage could just as 
well believe that the circus has 


come to town. Far from the 
pageantry of the media coverage 
is the Gay/Straight Alliance 


(GSA) here at NECC. Led by stu- 
dents brought together by a desire 
for equal treatment regardless of 
sexual orientation, the GSA takes 
a quieter, more dignified approach 
to promoting awareness and sup- 
porting each other in a world that 
seems to be ardently opposed to 
granting equal rights to all cou- 
ples. 

The GSA is in its second year 
of operation since its approval by 
the student senate in April 2008. 
The club organizes and oversees 


. room C-108 on 


such programs as the Day of 
Silence (see dayofsilence.org for 
more information) and Coming- 
Out Day. Both events encourage 
acceptance and tolerance while 
taising awareness about the 
homosexual community. 
Membership is not limited to stu- 
dents who are gay, lesbian, bisex- 
ual, etc. All students who believe 
in supporting others and raising 
awareness about gay rights are 
welcome and encouraged to join. 
The group advisor, Isabelle 
Gagne, explains that the club is “a 
safe place to be who you are 
regardless of your sexual orienta- 
tion,” adding that the major focus 
is equality. 

The NECC website contains 
the following: “The purpose of the 
Gay/Straight Alliance is to teach 
and promote tolerance and accept- 
ance between any and all groups 
of gender, orientation, race, or life 
style. The GSA also aims to fight 
discrimination and prejudice 
between said groups both on and 
off campus.” Currently the GSA 
is electing new officers and is 
planning activities for the upcom- 
ing semesters. Already in the 
works are possible trips to the 
Sh(out) Conference in Buffalo, 
New York and the True Colors 
Conference at the University of 
Connecticut, as well as fund rais- 
ing activities and the aforemen- 
tioned programs. The GSA meets 
weekly, every Friday at noon in 
the Haverhill 
Campus. 
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Cutting is an addiction, not a trend 


Painful coping 
mechanism comes 
with negative stigma 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


Many 
teenagers 
admit to cut- 
ting them- 
selves or 
self-inflict- 
ing injuries 
over the 
internet to 
gain support 
for ending their psychological 
battle and torment. However, 
immature individuals insist on 
making fun of people online 
calling them emo and insisting 
that people who harm them- 
selves only do so to perform 
spiritual rituals or sexual grat- 
ification. 

These assumptions are false 
and hateful to an entire group 
struggling with these psycho- 
logical disorders. 

The most common self- 
inflicted injury among 
teenagers is cutting. However, 
self-injury is not just limited 
Strictly to cutting. The acts 
vary in extremity such as 


branding, burning, or carving 
one's skin to head-banging, 
hanging, drowning and shoot- 
ing oneself. 

‘People who harm them- 
selves are trying to deal with 
inner pain. Nearly 50 percent 
having suffered from either 
physical or sexual abuse dur- 
ing their childhood. 

Many say that during their 
childhoods they were discour- 
aged from expressing their 
anger, sadness and other nega- 
tive emotions. 

Teenagers say they do this 
to cope with their negative 
emotions like rejection, anger, 
and depression. 

“When kids cut themselves, 
it releases endorphins and they 
get a high from it. It becomes a 
control issue: This is the way I 
release the pressure,” said 
Susan Bowman licensed coun- 
selor and author of “See My 
Pain: Creative Strategies and 
Activities for Helping Young 
People Who Self-Injure.” 

In 2006, nearly 400 thou- 
sand teenagers were either 
treated or admitted to a hospi- 
tal for self-inflicted injuries. 

The trend of teenagers 
harming themselves, especial- 
ly by cutting, is growing with 
nearly 20 percent committing 
at least one self-harming act 
and 11 percent repeatedly 


The college that 
keeps on giving 


NECCS impressive 
alumni program adds 
to the experience 


By BRITTANY HADDAD 
Correspondent 


_. Aside from 
~ the degree 
b you'll earn at 
the end of your 
college jour- 
ney, do you 
ever wonder 
what the col- 
lege can give 
back to you? 

After all, 
you’ve poured every penny you 
could spare into paying for tuition 
and the cost of your books each 
semester. 

You’ve worked grueling hours at 
your full or part time job, and then 
come home to schoolwork and proj- 
ects and tests to study for, but this is 
what we signed up for isn’t it? 

Well, as a bonus to add to earning 
your degree here, when you're days 
here at NECC are done, you will get 
something back. It is given to all 
graduating students here at NECC 
from our great Alumni program. 

Our Alumni office here at NECC 
tracks graduates and sponsors pro- 
grams and events, both educatonal 
and social, and most of all works 
with the Alumni Association 
Advisory Board to promote graduate 
success. 

Once graduation is over and we 
find ourselves as Alumni here at 
NECC we reap the benefits the 
Advisory works so hard to make 
available to us. 

The Advisory puts on fundraisers 
and showcases to provide NECC 


graduates with privileges such as up 
to date NECC news and information. 
Free use of the college’s Wellness 
and Fitness Center, both college 
library’s, placement office and career 
counseling services, and a member- 
ship to the Alumni Association. 

For those of us who are no quite 
ready to graduate yet, the alumni pro- 
gram also offers a mentor program 
where current students are linked 
with alumnito share both their 
expertise and experience. 

Libby Jensen, director of alumni 
and donor relations, said, “We want 
current students to know we exist, 
who we are and what we’re all about. 
When they graduates they will 
become members and we want our 
graduates to stay connected with 
NECC.” 

Current students should also 
know that the Alumni fundraising 
provides more scholarship money for 
NECC students. Jensen said, “Every 
year we give ten $500 scholarships to 
returning students. Students who 
complete the NECC Scholarship 
application are automatically consid- 
ered for these.” 


The goal of this program is to 


help guide current students on a path 
to a successful and rewarding future. 

Through this program students 
have the opportunity to receive first- 
hand insight and direction on educa- 
tion options, goal setting, career 
choices, as well as networking oppor- 
tunities, which are becoming more 
and more important to making the 
job hunt a bit easier these days. 


To find out more about both the - 


Alumni Association and the Mentor 
program,or becoming involved, visit 
the school homepage and head to the 
Alumni section. 

We all have a lot more to gain 
from graduating from NECC than 
just a degree; we are offered instruc- 
tion and direction for a bright future. 


doing it. 

“For kids experiencing 
intense emotions, it can be 
used to deaden the intensity. 
For those feeling a sense of 
numbness, it serves the oppo- 
site effect, helping them feel 
something,” Wendy Lader, 
PhD the clinical director of 
S.A.F.E Alternatives and co- 
author of “Bodily Harm.” 

Scientists believe from the 
research they have conducted 
that people who engage in self- 
harming acts are addicted to 
the endorphins the body 
releases to relieve pain. 

This means that people who 


‘hurt themselves do it as a cop- 


ing mechanism. 

However, despite the mil- 
lions spent on research and all 
the movies made about bodily 
harm, this group is not as 
widely accepted in society as 
overeaters and drug addicts. 

When people _ suffering 
from this addiction harm them- 
selves, they are seeking pleas- 
ure and usually not attempting 
to kill themselves. 

However, this is the best 
predictor of suicide because 
intentional self-harmers are 
approximately 75 times more 
likely to commit suicide. 

This addiction is highly 
stigmatized even in the emer- 
gency room where people with 


self-inflicted injuries are often 
told they are undeserving of 
care. 

Yet, the same doctors 
would immediately treat some- 
one who overdosed on drugs or 
if a patient suffers a heart 
attack from overeating both 
patients would recéive the 
same care. 

Therefore, shouldn't they 
be treated the same as anyone 
else suffering from an addic- 
tion? 

On help.com, a self-admit- 
ted cutter anonymously 
admitted to cutting themselves 
over 300 times and said they 
needed to find other ways to 
get rid of their psychological 
pain and torment. 

“T did it because of depres- 
sion, and feeling that I was not 
worth anything. I have tried 
stopping many times, but usu- 
ally fail due to different prob- 
lems with my life,” they stated 
on the website. 

Ironically, instead of gain- 
ing support from her others, 
the majority of her peers wrote 
some of the most cruel, hateful 
words ever directed at a com- 
plete stranger. The majority of 
the postings were removed 
because they were extremely 
offensiveand insensitive. 

“its sad and trashy and 
incredibly immature. if youre 


doing it for attention, stop. no 
one cares. if youre doing it 
because youre messed up, go 
to your school counselor, and 
talk it out.” Said a comment 
written by someone named 
Courtybubble. 

It is easily one of the most 
cruel things someone could say 
to a complete stranger. 

Another anonymous cutter 
on help.com admitted that they 
disliked others that cut them- 
selves but now they were cov- 
ered in scars they hide from 
other because they felt nothing 
but shame. 

“Oh god!! This is so embar- 
rassing. I have to hide it from 
my parents and friends because 
I am always the level-headed 
one in our group, and I can be 
quoted as saying ‘people who 
cut themselves are pathetic 
and only doing it for attention’ 
and now look at me! I'm cov- 


ered in stupid scars!” they 
said. 
Fortunately, instead of 


receiving negativity this per- 
son received nothing but sup- 
port from other people. This is 
the way websites like help.com 
should work. To give a group a 
voice which they couldn’t have 
otherwise. 


NECC Sponsors Annual 
Peace Poetry Contest 


Students in grades kindergarten-threugh.12, from both public and pri- 
vate schools, are ipvitéd to participate in Northern. Essex Community 
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Red Cross 


blood drive 


The 4th Annual NECC blood 
drive will be held on Tuesday, 
March 9, in the Technology 
Center. 

Last fall, 35 units (pints) of 
blood were collected at the blood 
drive. More blood would have 
been collected, but many donors 
had to leave because the wait 
became too long. Some donors 
waited for up to two hours. 

The Red Cross bases the 
number of nurses and workers 
they send to the drive on the 
number of the appointments 
scheduled. Since last year many 
students were walk-ins and did 
not make appointments, less staff 
was available to handle the num- 
bers of donors who attended. If 
there was more staff available, 
the wait would have been signifi- 
cantly less, resulting in the col- 
lection of more units. 

This emphasizes the impor- 
tance of making an appointment 
to donate blood at the upcoming 
drive, even if a donor is not certain 
they can make it-at an exact time. 
For more information, contact 
Cynthia Therrien at 978-556-3447 
or cytherrien@necc.mass.edu. 


Does your campus organization 
have something to announce in 
Campus Briefs? Please e-mail 
the relevant information to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


188e 


‘@ EMERSON COLLEGE 


BOSTON MASSACHUSETTS 


Feb. 10, 2010 


Students participate 
in Olympic 
themed event 


By STEPHEN NDUNGU 
News Editor 


This winter has been cold and a 
slight snow on the day of the 
Winterfest at NECC just added icing 
to the cake and justified why the 
event had to be held in the fitness 
center eliminating the activities that 
go on during a normal day there. 

“We choose activities that will 
bring students together and we usual- 
ly do these in the early days of the 
semester,” said Dina Brown, director 
of Student Engagement, and the per- 
son involved in arranging the event. 

Brown said that the goal of 
events such as the Winterfest is to 
give students time to socialize with 
each other. 

“We also help students know 
what is available for them in terms of 
resources and we also have free raf- 
fles and students get to win some 
cool NECC gear,” said Brown. 

The Winterfest attracted many 
students and it comprised of few 
desks that had free stuff for students. 
The stand that drew a lot of attention 
was the airbrush stand where stu- 
dents had winter hats personalized in 
their favorite colors. 

The group from Fun World also 
had another stand to ensure they 


TRANSFER 
STUDENT 


OPEN HOUSE 


Emerson College is located in the heart of Boston’s 


brought the real fun to all students. 
Students had their pictures taken and 
modified to a winter Olympic back- 
ground before being printed on a 
postcard. 

These desks closed out of time 
with students being in the line, but 
those who did get a winter hat were 
happy. 

“IT will be wearing this every 
day,” said Pat Nett who had his 
image drawn on his hat and Irish 
clover on the back of it. 

Brown said there is always a 
theme for every event they have and 
the theme for the Winterfest was the 
Winter Olympics, which begin Feb. 
12. Activities to carry the theme 
along involved a Wii tournament that 
involved snowboarding and skiing 
and the Rec Olympics, which 
involved four events. 

Amadyson Rafael managed to 
win the gold medal in form of a 
NECC hat after doing the four events 
in 46 seconds. 

As much as the winter Olympics 
theme was carried in the event, Black 
History was also a part of the event 
considering February is the month it's 
observed. The organizers tried to rep- 
resent black history by having a 
questionnaire on African-American 
athletes. 

Although the event is hosted by 
the school, there were other outside 
parties who brought information to 
students. Joining the everpresent 
UPS representative, was a represen- 
tative from Health Quarters who 
offered students information on HIV 


Stephen Ndungu photo 


The airbrush hat stand was a popular spot for students 
at Winterfest looking for some warm winter gear. 


testing and birth control as well as 
free condoms and free brochures. 
Overall, the event was well 
attended aS Susan Mullen, who was 
among the organizers, confirmed. 
“We had the same event in 
Lawrence on Monday but we didn't 
have this much of a turnout,” she 


A College 
that fits 


Merrimack. 


If you're thinking about a degree 
in business, education, science, 
engineering, or liberal arts, 
consider this: 


said. 

Mullen predicted the turnout was 
mostly caused by the size of the 
Haverhill campus. 

“The Haverhill campus is pretty 
big if compared to the Lawrence and 
thereby more students come here,” 
she said. 


¢ Easy transfer application 
process and generous transfer 
credit approval 


Theatre District. Come and learn more about our 
academic, social, and career opportunities. 


Transfer admission for both fall 
and spring semesters 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19 
REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 
12:00 pm 


Housing available to transfer 
students 


Contact John Mclaughlin at 
mclaughlinj@merrimack.edu. 


Cooperative Education and 
internships available 


Financial aid available for www.merrimack.edu 


transfer students 


Hear from student services representatives, 
current Emerson students, and attend 
academic sessions with our dynamic faculty. 


admissionfamerrimack.edu 
Transfer scholarships available to 
eligible students ranging from 
$5,000-$15,000 


Merrimack College 


ANDOVER, 


978-837-5100 


To RSVP and get more information go online to 
emerson.edu/admission/transferOH 
or Call 
617-824-8600 


MA 


National News 


HARRISBURG, Pa. — Rep. 
John Murtha, the tall, gruff-man- 
nered former Marine who became 
the de facto voice of veterans on 
Capitol Hill and later an outspo- 
ken and influential critic of the 
Iraq War, died Monday. He was 
77. The Pennsylvania Democrat 
had been suffering complications 
from gallbladder surgery. He died 
at Virginia Hospital Center in 
Arlington, Va., spokesman 
Matthew Mazonkey said. 

In 1974 Murtha, then an offi- 
cer in the Marine Reserves, 
became the first Vietnam War 
combat veteran elected to 
Congress. Ethical questions often 
shadowed his congressional serv- 
ice, but he was best known for 
being among Congress' most 
hawkish Democrats. 

Murtha voted in 2002 to 
authorize President George W. 
Bush to use military force in Iraq, 
but his growing frustration over 
the administration's handling of 
the war prompted him in 
November 2005 to call for an 
immediate withdrawal of U.S. 
troops. 

"The war in Iraq is not going 
as advertised. It is a flawed policy 
wrapped in illusion," he said. 


Michael Jackson doctor 
charged in singer's 
death 


LOS ANGELES — Michael 
Jackson's doctor was charged 
Monday’ with involuntary 
manslaughter, capping an exhaus- 
tive investigation into the pop 
star’s stunning death last summer 
and setting up the prospect of 
another sensational celebrity 
courtroom drama. 

Dr. Conrad Murray, a cardiol- 
ogist who was with Jackson when 
he died June 25 at his rented Los 
Angeles mansion, is accused of 
the single felony count in a five- 
page complaint filed in Superior 
Court. According to the com- 
plaint, Murray "did unlawfully, 
and without malice, kill Michael 
Joseph Jackson" by acting "with- 
out the caution and circumspec- 
tion required." + 

The complaint contains no 
details on Jackson's death but 
authorities have said the singer 
died after Murray administered a 
powerful general anesthetic and 
other drugs to help Jackson rest. 
Murray has said he did nothing 
that should have caused Jackson 
to die. 

If convicted, he faces up to 
four years in prison. 

The charge was expected, and 
Murray's attorney, Ed Chernoff, 
said his client planned to surren- 
der to authorities later Monday. 

"We'll make bail, we'll plead 
not guilty and we'll fight like 
hell," Chernoff said before the 
charge was filed. 
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Money raised for Haiti 


NECC Alumna 
organizes event 
in Lawrence 


By STEPHEN NDUNGU 
News Editor 


A Northem Essex Community 
College alumna brought many peo- 
ple from the Merrimack Valley 
together in an effort to help Haitian 
earthquake victims. Awilda Pimentel 
managed to pull more than 125 peo- 
ple, among them notable public offi- 
cials, together on Saturday, Jan. 30 
for the “Lawrence for Haiti 
Luncheon,” which raised $5,831. 

The event, which took place at 
the El Cesar Restaurant in Lawrence, 
was attended by many, including 
Congresswoman Niki Tsongas who 
praised the American troops who 
were on the ground in Haiti helping 
those in crisis. 

Pimentel came to America at the 


age of 3 from the Dominican 
Republic, the immediate neighbor of 
Haiti. The event was attended by 
many people from the Dominican 
Republic. 

“We come here but we still 
remain connected to the communities 
that surround us,” said Tsongas, 
praising Pimentel for organizing the 
luncheon. 

Together in attendance with 
Tsongas were State Senators Sue 
Tucker, D-Andover and Marie st. 
Fleur, D-Dorchester, and also State 
Rep. David Torisi, D-North Andover. 
Also in attendance was the President 
and CEO of the Lawrence General 
Hospital Dianne Anderson and Rev. 
Jean Marie Maxi, pastor of the Beth- 
Union Church in Lawrence whose 
niece died when her school collapsed 
due to the Earthquake. 

Fleur, who is Haitian by birth, 
called for people to think positive 
about Haiti and always have Haiti in 
their minds. 

“Think about Haiti even when it 
doesn't appear on your local newspa- 


per.” She also asked people to keep 
their minds focused on positive 
building of Haiti and also promised 
to make sure that Haiti will be rebuilt 
differently. 

Pimentel also asked people to 
speak positively about Haiti. 

“If we speak positively about 
Haiti, Positive things will happen 
and vice versa,” she said. 

To show support for one of their 
own from NECC, students from the 
Student Outreach Squad (SOS) vol- 
unteered to be servers for the event, 
taking orders and serving food as 
well as soft drinks. 

Nurka Aybar, who is the organiz- 
er of the group, praised the students 
for their courage to come out and 
help for Haiti. 

“T can't thank them enough; they 
have really done a lot of work today,” 
said Aybar, who is also the associate 
director of community relations at 
NECC. 

All the money collected from the 
luncheon was donated to The Clinton 
Bush Haiti Fund said Pimentel. 


Club discusses Obama 


Contemporary Affairs 
club gets right 
-down to business 


By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER 
Features Editor 


The first order of affairs at the 
crowded Contemporary Affairs meet- 
ing on Wednesday, Feb. 3 was voting 
in a new secretary. Christine Girard, 
who won the election, joined presi- 
dent Joe Donlon, vice president 
Lathon Jones-Downing, and faculty 
leader Stephen Russell as leaders of 
their group. 

Professor Richard Padova led the 
discussion of President Obama's first 
year in office. He handed out a score- 
card with domestic issues and foreign 
affairs on it to be addressed by the 
students and faculty in attendance. Of 
the seven domestic issues and three 
foreign affairs time and strong opin- 
ions only allowed two of the domes- 
tic issues to be discussed. 

The first issue was the controver- 
sial speech President Obama gave to 
students in September 2009. His 
speech was televised to students in 
their classrooms and his opponents 
claimed “social indoctrination” while 
his supporters were encouraging of 
the president wishing them to study 


and do well in school. While this 
issue was being discussed someone 
raised the question of, “Why can't we 
feel good about our presidents speak- 
ing to our schools?” Professor 
Padova added in that both former 
presidents Reagan and Bush Sr. did it 
before and there were no known com- 
plaints about them. 

“Tf you look at former presidents, 
they're the ones that tarnished the 
office,” Seth Dallaire a student mem- 
ber of the group said. The discussion 
continued with how President Obama 
has to prove himself and some people 
might be against the influence of the 
president because of the actions of his 
predecessors. 

After having to interrupt some 
intense discussion a new topic was 
chosen, the healthcare reform. With a 
quick discussion beginning about 
what everyone heard was in the 
healthcare reform the question was 
asked as to who actually knew the 
facts about the healthcare reform? No 
one in the very crowded room raised 
their hands. Professor Stephen 
Russell said he has the difference 
between the house and senate ver- 
sions on his office door at C314-U. 
After attending the meeting and lis- 
tening to a lot of hearsay about the 
facts a good chunk of us need to learn. 
more. 

Everyone was discussing the 
news channels they watch and the 
radio stations they listen to in order to 


gain their information. Professor 
Andrew Morse came out with a very 
witty and intelligent comment, 
“People live in an echo chamber with 
their own propaganda coming back at 
them.” Every different station people 
listen to gives different opinions for 
the healthcare reform and every per- 
son is going to believe what they see 
or hear on their station of choice. 

After the arguing back and forth 
about whether or not the bill should 
be passed Professor Russell said, 
“The national healthcare plan is a lot 
like what we've had in Massachusetts 
and it seems to be working well.” 
Some people in the room agreed with 
this while others brought up being 
charged on their taxes and losing 
money that they desperately needed 
because they did not have healthcare 
last year in Massachusetts. 

The president of the club Joe 
Donlon had to unwillingly interrupt 
the discussion to end _ the 
Contemporary Affairs meeting 
because time had run out. Looking 
around the room you could tell the 
people in attendance were not ready 
to leave, they had a lot left to say. 
Fortunately for them the 
Contemporary Affairs Club meets 
almost every Wednesday at noon. 
Keep an eye out for flyers on the bul- 
letin boards as to where the meetings 
will be held. 


Car break-ins continue 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been compiled to 
inform students and staff about the 
incidents requiring assistance from 
Eagle Security on the Haverhill cam- 
pus. This log covers incidents 
between Jan. 25 and Feb. 8. 


Monday, Jan. 25 - A car was 
reported broken into in lot #4 of the C 
building parking lot, 12 p.m. 


Monday, Jan. 25 - A car was 
reported broken into in lot #4 of the C 
building parking lot, 12:30 p.m. 


Monday, Jan. 25 - A car was 
reported broken into in lot #4 of the C 
building parking lot, 7 p.m. 


Monday, Jan. 25 - A car was 
reported broken into in lot #4 of the C 
building parking lot, 7 p.m. 


Monday, Jan. 25 - A pocketbook 
was reported stolen from a staff 
member’s office in the C building, 
between 12 and 4 p.m. 


Monday, Jan. 25 - An employee 
threatened another employee in the 
Student Center, 10:45 a.m. 


Wednesday, Feb. 3 - Vandalism 
was reported outside of an office in 
the C building, 2:30 p.m. 


Wednesday, February 3 - A stu- 
dent fainted at the bus stop in front of 
the Student Center. An ambulance 
was called, 4:25 p.m. 


Friday, Feb. 5 - A car was report- 
ed to be broken into in the C building 
parking lot. The passenger side win- 
dow was smashed but nothing was 
stolen, 12:30 p.m. 


World News 


Campiled by the Observer staff from 
AP wire reports 
SRE ee ee 


Iran moves closer to nuke 
arated = 


VIENNA — Iran pressed ahead 
Monday with plans that will 
increase its ability to make nuclear 
weapons as it formally informed 
the U.N. nuclear agency of its 
intention to enrich uranium to 
higher levels. 

Alarmed world powers ques- 
tioned the rationale behind the 
move and wamed the country it 
could face more U.N. sanctions if 
it made good on its intentions. 

Iran maintains its nuclear 
activities are peaceful, and an 
envoy insisted the move was 
meant only to provide fuel for 
Tehran's research reactor. But 
world powers fearing that Iran's 
enrichment program might be a 
cover for a weapons program were 
critical. 

Britain said the Islamic 
Republic's reason for further 
enrichment made no sense because 
it is not technically advanced 
enough to turn the resulting mate- 
rial into the fuel rods needed for 
the reactor. 

France and the U.S. said the 
latest Iranian move left no choice 
but to push harder for a fourth set 
of U.N. Security Council sanctions 
to punish Iran's nuclear defiance. 

Even a senior parliamentarian 
from Russia, which traditionally * 
opposes Western ambitions for 
new U.N. sanctions, suggested the 
time had now come for such addi- 
tional punishment. 


World's tallest tower 
closed a month after 


opening 


DUBAI, United Arab 
Emirates - The world's tallest sky- 
scraper has unexpectedly closed 
to the public a month after its lav- 
ish opening, disappointing tourists 
headed for the observation deck 
and casting doubt over plans to 
welcome its first permanent occu- 
pants in the coming weeks. 

Electrical problems are at 
least partly to blame for the clo- 
sure of the Burj Khalifa's viewing 
platform, the only part of the half- 
mile high tower open yet. But a 
lack of information from the 
spire's owner left it unclear 
whether the rest of the largely 
empty building, including dozens 
of elevators meant to whisk visi- 
tors to the tower's more than 160 
floors, was affected by the shut- 
down. 

The indefinite closure, which 
began Sunday, comes as Dubai 
struggles to revive its internation- 
al image as a cutting-edge Arab 
metropolis amid nagging ques- 
tions about its financial health. 

The Persian Gulf city-state 
had hoped the 2,717-foot (828- 
meter) Burj Khalifa would be a 
major tourist draw. Dubai has pro- 
moted itself by wowing visitors 
with over-the-top attractions such 
as the Burj, which juts like a sil- 
very needle out of the desert and 
can be seen from miles around. 


Events 
Calendar 


® The Contemporary 
Affairs Club will discuss “Haiti 
earthquake and _ relief: 
Background to a disaster,” at 
their meeting at 12 p.m. in 
room C-110. 

For more information, 
contact Joe Donlon at don- 
lonjoseph@comcast.net. 


11 THURSDAY 

* NECC Professor Tom 
Greene will present “Why 
Vampires are Sexy” at the 
Newburyport Public Library 
on at 7 p.m. The presentation 
is free and open to the public 
as part of the NECC Speaker 
Series. 

For more information on 
the presentation, contact Beth 


Pendak at 978 465-2323 or 
ependak@mvlc.org. 


16 TUESDAY 


® Recruitment presenta- 
tions for the Disney College 
Program will be held at 12 
and 5 p.m. in TC-103B. The 
Disney College Program is 
for students who are interest- 
ed in participating in a paid 
internship, or to earn college 
credits, while employed at 
Walt Disney World. 

For more information, 
visit www.disneycollegepro- 
gram.com. 


7 WEDNESDAY 


® A Black History Month 
ead-In featuring African- 
American and Caribbean writ- 
ers will be held from 12 to 1 
p.m. in room E-155. Students 
an read poems, songs or 
excerpts from larger texts. 
For more information, con- 
act Professor Lis Espinoza at 
978) 556-3358 or 
lespinoza@necc.mass.edu. 


25 THURSDAY 


*® Latino author Sergio 
roncoso will present a talk 
itled “Finding our Voice: the 
‘ole of Latinos in the Cultural 
and Political Debates of the 
nited States” at 12:30 p.m. 
n the college’s Louise Haffner 
ournier Education Center, 
ated at 78 Amesbury St. in 
awrence. 

For additional information, 
all 978-738-7403. 
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Students ‘rush’ to bookstore 


Bookstore provides 
students with 

all the essentials 

By JAMIE-LEE RODRIGUEZ 
Campus Life Editor 


ae > 


One of the 
first places stu- 
dents stop off at 
the beginning 
of a semester at 
NECC is the 
college’s book- 
store located on 
both Haverhill 
and Lawrence 
campuses. The 
beginning of each semester is 
referred to as “rush,” a term used by 
bookstore employees which 
describes the vast amount of students 
who “rush” to buy their books and 
last minute school supplies. 

“Rush can get pretty crazy,” said 
bookstore employee Dan Potter. “We 
normally have 5 registers going, and 
sometimes the line wraps around the 
whole back of the store.” 

However, this year rush wasn’t 
that bad. 

“Financial aid started early this 
semester, so as opposed to a whole 
bunch of financial aid students com- 
ing in at the start of semester, they 
started buying their books about 2 
weeks before the semester started,” 


Upcoming 
at NECC 


What to look forward 
to in the visual arts 
department 


lk 


By JENNIFER JOAN FAy 
Correspondent 


The Visual Arts department at 
Northern Essex has an array of 
upcoming events, which organiz- 
ers hope will inspire students. 
Visual Arts Director Patricia 
Kidney informed me that there 
are many events in the art world 
at Northern Essex this semester. 

“We are having the First 
Faculty Show on campus at the 
new gallery space in the Bentley 
Library,” Kidney said. This par- 
ticular event will be up by March 
2 followed by a reception on 
March 3. The announcements of 
this event are currently in the 
works. This art show will be up 
until the end of March giving stu- 
dents plenty of opportunity to 
check out the school’s greatest 
artists. 

The first event to look for- 
ward to is “Portfolio Day” on 
Tuesday, Feb. 16 from 11 a.m. to 
4p.m 

“Students meet with four year 
schools presenting their art and 
design work looking to transfer,” 
says Kidney. Four area schools 
will be participating in this event. 

In addition to this, there will 
also be a “Student Art Show” for 
all graduating students of the 
Visual Arts department. This 
show will be up the first week in 
April, as the department is work- 
ing on dates and publicity for this 
occasion. Kidney is hoping to 


said bookstore employee Meghan 
Ross. The NECC bookstore offers 
students more than just text-books 
and school supplies, it also offers 
refreshments, NECC attire and best- 
seller books. 

“J found the bookstore to be very 
helpful. I just gave one of the 
employees my syllabus and she 
found me the right book, and it was 
used copy so that saved me money,” 
said NECC - student Allison 
Fitzgerald. During this crucial time 
of the year the bookstore is packed 
and stuffed with students as well as 
books. The bookstore holds 900 to 
1,000 titles every semester. 

“These books come from a list 
professors who are teaching at each 
campus provide to us. We order the 
specific book they need for the class, 
as well as the exact quantity that is 
needed,” Tina Boyer, the manager at 
the Haverhill Bookstore said. The 
bookstore also acts as a source of 
income for most students who work 
there. During the busy time of the 
school year which is the start of each 
semester, there are 16 student 
employees who work at the Haverhill 
campus, and 4 in the Lawrence cam- 
pus. Most students ask why the book- 
stores don’t carry the same books on 
each campus. 

“The simple answer to that issue 
is lack of space. We don’t have 
enough space at either bookstore to 
hold every single book a professor 
orders. Most times if a professor 
teaches a class on both campus’ then 


art shows 


catch the interest and curiosity of 
all the students. 

Kidney is very proud of the 
art department. 

“The Art & Design 
Department pride themselves on 
putting student interest first and 
tries to provide an active visual 
art community among students 
and faculty. The new gallery 
located in the library has become 
a reality due to the hard work and 
interest of our visual art students. 
We are excited to open the gallery 
officially with the Faculty Art 
Show,” said Kidney. 

The “First Faculty Art Show” 
may be the first of its kind to 
glamour the Bentley library; how- 
ever there have been numerous 
great art exhibits held in this very 
library in recent years. The Visual 
Arts department never ceased to 
amaze us with their talented 
artists and captivating exhibits. 

The NECC press release photo 
below from the “Student Art and 
Design Show” from April 2009 
will allow us a glimpse into what 
is to come for this years “Student 
Art Show”. The photo entitled 
“Skull” was from last year’s 
show, created by Bart McArthur 
of Haverhill, MA. One event that 
was equally eye catching was the 
“Tick-Tock Art Exhibit” held in 
the Bentley Library. 

Local artists Linda Germain 
and Paulina Engel were a big part 
of this event as well as sixteen 
other local artists. These photos 
allow a mesmerizing preview into 
the upcoming year for the Visual 
Arts Department as its previous 
success will hopefully continue 
giving the students a chance to 
express themselves. 


iaalatae Rodriguez photo 


Helpful bookstore employees, such as Dan Potter, 
leave a good impression on students. 


we will order that book at both 
stores,” Boyer said. 

A lot of students find themselves 
looking for text books elsewhere, 
such as Amazon and other online 
sources because of the high cost of 
books at the NECC Bookstore. 

However, though these books 
may cost a little extra then used 
copies sold on Amazon, they do 
come with perks, NECC allows text- 
books to be ordered online and sent 
to your home or the store. 

“At the NECC bookstore we 
have the exact quantity of books for 


every student in every class. We also 
allow a 30 day return period where 
you can return the text books if 
something on your schedule changes 
or if you found the book elsewhere. A 
lot of online companies will not 
allow returns, and also have different 
refund policies then we do,” said 
Boyer. 

The NECC bookstore is owned 
by Barnes & Noble, which is the 
nation’s top bookseller. Barnes & 
Noble owns over 600 college book- 
stores in 50 states. 


New music technology 
program offered 


NECC introduces 
new one year 
certificate program 


By TEeppy RITTER 
Correspondent 


Next semester Northern Essex 
Community College is offering stu- 
dents a new certificate program in 
music technology. This one-year 
program is designed for students 
who. are interested in the creation 
and usage of a music recording stu- 
dio at home or in a small space. 
Through the course of study, stu- 
dents will learn the basics of music 
theory, develop listening skills and 
learn about the equipment and 
skills needed to produce high quali- 
ty audio recordings. 

This program will also serve as 
an introduction and a foundation 
for students wishing to pursue a 
degree in music technology. 
Students will take a number of 
classes including music theory and 
specialized classes for audio 


* recording that will focus on digital 


recording techniques and the tech- 
nology involved with it. Students 
will be required to record work with 
groups of people and also ensem- 
bles here on campus. One of the 
recording programs students will 
use is Protools, which is considered 
an industry standard for audio and 
multi-track recording. 

People who take this one-year 
course and complete it will have the 
option to finish the second year and 
also earn their degree in music. 

The program has a maximum 
capacity of thirty students. As of 
last semester there were over 40 
students enrolled in NECC's music 
program. Some of the students who 
have graduated have moved on to 
UMass Lowell and are pursing 
music degrees there. Kasey Spina, a 
2009 NECC graduate and local 
band member, praised the music 
program. 

"Its designed so you can do it 
right out of your home or where 
ever it's suitable for you. It's going 
to be based on where it will be 


“ homegrown,” said Spina. 


Read the Observer online: 


www.necc.mass.edu/observer 
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‘10 Oscars sees 10 best picture nominees 


‘Avatar,’ ‘Up in the 
Air’ are among the 
films nominated 


By AARON Foss 
Staff Writer 


From their debut in 1927 until a 
decade and a half later, the Oscars 
nominated 10 films for Best Picture. 
In 1944, the Academy capped that 
number at just 5 films and that would 
be how it remained for the next 65 
years. 

Last June, when they announced 
they would be broadening the num- 
ber back to 10, I was dumbfounded. 
The reasoning was almost as confus- 
ing as the decision itself. They said 
that by widening the Best Picture 
pool, more people would be interest- 
ed in watching because there would 
be more of a chance for mainstream 
movies to win. This was all in reac- 
tion to comic book nerds slamming 
down their pocket protectors in 
protest of the 2008 megahit “The 
Dark Knight” failing to be nominat- 
ed. The Academy bent to the whim of 
the people and chose to go ahead and 
double the list of nominees, proving 
that ratings and money were more 
important to them than the integrity 
of their most prestigious award. 

Like a lot of people, I was afraid 
this would mean films like “Don't 


Mess with the Zohan” or 
“Transformers” would be awarded 
completely undeserved nominations. 
The thought of Michael Bay standing 
on stage holding the statue made me 
want to empty then puke into the 
9,214-ounce Supersplash Big Chug 
cup the movies pour oceans of soda 
into. Luckily, at least in the first 
attempt, the nominated 10 films are 
mostly deserving, but there lies the 
major problem. Ten films are simply 
too many. 

The films that received nods for 
Best Picture are as follows: “Avatar”, 
“A Serious Man”, “The Hurt 
Locker,” “Precious,” "Up In the 
Air,” “The Blind Side,” “District 9,” 
“An Education,” “Up,” and 
*Inglourious Basterds.”” 

The Academy, in trying to appeal 
to more people, has failed miserably 
at even that. When you look at the list 
of this year's nominees, you see no 
surprises and nothing shocking. You 
see the first five films, which would 
have been locks to be nominated any- 
ways, and then five randomly thrown 
in. One to please the sci-fi crowd, one 
to please those who like family feel 
good films, and one for the kids. Your 
Best Picture winner this year will be 
either the incredible “Up in the Air,” 
the more than deserving “The Hurt 
Locker,” or as much as it pains me to 
say it, “Avatar.” If you think other- 
wise, you're going to be highly disap- 
pointed come Oscar night. The prob- 
lem lies in the fact that there are sim- 


Musical Fundraiser to Benefit 
Essex Chamber Music Players 


DISTRICT 


UP IN THE Ai 


MCT Campus photo 


The best picture field was crowded at the announcement of this years Oscar nominations. 


ply not 10 films that came out this 
year that deserve to win Best Picture, 
even finding five would be difficult 
for some. When you take the truly 
elite and put them next to lower qual- 
ity, the results are obvious before- 
hand and the predictability they want 
so hard to be able to hide is more 
apparent than ever. Despite the 
change, it's really still a five film 
race. So why bother at all? 

Even more people complained 
that comedies are almost always 
excluded from the Best Picture race. 
Quite simply it's because the quality 
of comedies has been dreadful for 


some time. Can you think of a come- 
dy from the last 12 months that hon- 
estly deserves to stand next to the 
nominated films? How about last 
year or the year before that? It's not 
unheard of for a comedy to be nomi- 
nated or even win (Annie Hall, 
Driving Miss Daisy, Shakespeare in 
Love), but it is rare. Actors and 
actresses are far more likely to be 
nominated for their performances in 
comedies rather than the films them- 
selves and there is nothing wrong 
with that. If a film truly deserves a 
nomination, genre will not play a fac- 
tor. 


Join Us for Our 


Changing the process that has 
worked for so many years will only 
hurt the integrity of the Oscars. 
Leave the People's Choice Awards 
for the masses to have their favorite 
win. If people are upset that the nom- 
inated films each year are ones they 
haven't seen, maybe it's time they 
expand their outlook and the both the 
type and quality of the films they 
watch. This isn't about pleasing the 
people; it's about recognizing the 
truly special cinematic experiences 
on screen each year for being the best 
in their medium. Saturating the field 
is only going to take away from that. 


Black History Month Read-In 
Featuring African American & 


Caribbean Writers 


Wednesday, February 17% 
12:00 - 1:00 


E-155 


The Essex Jazz Ensemble will perform original jazz compo- 
sitions by composers Tom McKinley and Michael Finegold as 


well as standards such as “Only Have Eyes for You” on 
Sunday, Feb. 21, at 2:30 p.m. at the Technology Center on the 
Haverhill campus. The owe concert_is a fundraiser for the 
Essex Chamber Music Players (ECMP) concert series. _ 

The jazz ensemble features: pianist Tom McKinley, inter- 
nationally known classical eoripeeey and former composition 
faculty member at the New England Conservatory, Bruce 
Gertz, Boston Music Awards bassist and Berklee College of 
Music faculty member; Bob Kaufman, well-known drummer 
and Berklee College of Music faculty member; flutist Michael 
Finegold, artistic director of ECMP and Northern Essex 
Community College Professor Emeritus of Music. 

Tickets are $10 or/and a donation, children $5 or/and a 
donation, and NECC students with a college ID are admitted 
free or a donation. Tickets may be purchased at the door or 
online at http://www.mvarts.info 

For more information, contact ECMP314@comcast.net or 
call 978-470-1584. 


Read a poem, song, & excerpts from larger texts!!! 


Sponsored by: 
The Diversity Committee and 
Contemporary Affairs Club 
Facilitated by: 


Lis Espinoza 
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With multiplayer 
capabilities, MAG 
hits target 


By STEVE TONEY 
Arts & Enterainment Editor 


Gamers rejoice, for the new age 
of first person shooters has arrived, 
and it is in the form of MAG. MAG 
is a online multiplayer only, tacti- 
cal/squad based FPS for the 
PlayStation 3 that allows up to 256 
players in one match. After playing 
Call Of Duty: Modern Warfare 2 for 
the past 3 months, MAG is a breath 
of fresh air, and a sweet relief in that 
it’s a PS3 exclusive worthy of brag- 
ging about. 

The developers of MAG, Zipper 
Interactive, most popular for their 
SOCOM series of games, have set 
the bar for future FPS titles to come. 
Players begin the game with the 
choice of three different factions, 
S.V.E.R., Valor, and Raven, all war- 
ring around the world in attempt to 
gain control of oil, arms, and money. 
Different factions have different out- 
looks on the war and different rea- 
sons for fighting, as well as different 
weapons. Once players choose a 
faction, they are thrown into the bat- 
tlefield, and it becomes intense. 


CHEAPBOGKS , 


Textbooks bought & sold! 
We accept both new & used! 
Easy online buybacks! 


(260) 399 - 6111 * English 
(212) 380 - 1763 °° Espanol 


(713) 429 - 4981 * Urdu/Hindi/P unjadi 
**see website for other support lines ef 


MAG does an excellent job of 
keeping objectives within reach, and 
the massive amount of people easy 
to deal with by seperating each team 
into platoons, and from platoons into 
squads, all with chains of command. 
In order to gain leadership positions, 
players must reach a certain level for 
each chain of command, which also 
unlocks powerful weapons of 
destrucion. Commanders can call in 
artillery, radar, and a slue of other 
tools to assist their team in combat. 

Along with command options 
from leveling up comes skill points 
and uniform customizations which 
enables players to decide how they 
look, play and contribute to the bat- 
tle. Players can choose to specialize 
in submachine guns, snipers, explo- 
sives, repairs, healing, etc., making 
each person's experience completely 
their own. However, despite these 
strong points, this game is not per- 
fect. 

Being an exclusively multiplay- 
er game, there is no real story to 
speak of. Faction victories are 
tracked and dominating certain 
game types yeild rewards, but don't 
be looking for an immersive expla- 
nation for the war you are fighting. 
Multiplayer of such a large scale 
also limits visual capabilities. No, 
MAG does not look as nice as play- 
ing MW2, but in its’ defense, there is 


Courtesy of Zipper Interactive 
The three factions are 
ready to face off in this 


PS3 exclusive. 
a huge difference in map size and 
player interaction. 

The limitations of game types 
and guns are also a bit disappointing, 
but for such a break in the seeming- 
ly monotonous genre of FPS games, 
Ican only hope that this is where 
other games are heading. It is a must 
own for all PlayStation 3 owners. 


NECC students try 
their luck at 
acting scholarship 


By BEN KNIGHT 
Correspondent 


Eight students from NECC 
made the trek up to the University 
of New Hampshire for the 
Kennedy Center American College 
Theater Festival acting competition 
during the week of January 25, with 
two NECC productions bringing 
home awards. 

The elegant costumes featured 
in “Tartuffe” won one of the merit 
awards and a poster illustration 
from “Dead Man Walking,” pro- 
duced by Kristen Anderson, took 
home a regional honorable men- 
tion. 

The KCACTF is a competition 
in which students perform short one 
act scenes in front of a panel of 
strict judges in hopes of winning 
the “Irene Ryan - Acting 


Scholarship” and other academic 
awards. 

Students nominated to perform 
were allowed to bring a partner 
with them to do their scenes. The 
students were Babak Alian, with 
partner Tracy DiJulia; Michael 
Johnson, with Kim Cote; Orlik 
Guzman, with Erica Sigaran; and 
Dan Potter, with partner Brooke 
Lavoie. These students were among 
294 other hopefuls from colleges 
all over New England and Eastern 
New York. 

Although none of the students- 
from NECC progressed fo the final 
round of the competition, Professor 
Susan Sanders, coordinator of the 
theater program at NECC, was 
nonetheless proud of their efforts. 

“TI am very pleased with our stu- 
dents’ involvement in all aspects of 
the festival,” said Sanders. 

At the festival, students were 
able to choose from many work- 
shops and plays to attend to help 
them improve their performing 
careers. 


WHY TRANSFER TO 
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY? 


Just 2'/ hours from Northern 


Essex Community College is a 


student-oriented university 


devoted to academic excellence 


and a strong sense of community. 


We want to Our majors include nationally 
ranked programs in arts and 
Send letters r sciences, business, health sciences 
and communications, And we're 
committed to using the credits 
you've already earned. Visit 


www.quinnipiac.edu to see 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


why Quinnipiac is your next 


step toward a bachelor’s degree 


and the career you want. 


QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY 
275 Mount Carmel! Avenue 


Read the Observer online: 


Hamden, CT 06518-1908 
203-582-8612 + Toll Free: 1-800-462-1944 
Transfer information: www.quinnipiac.edu/transfer 


www.necc.mass.edu/observer 
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NECC fundraiser: helping 


NECC student 
groups pull together 
for Haiti 


By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER 
Features Editor 


Carthy Fabre, a student at 
Northern Essex Community College, 
was in Haiti when the massive earth- 
quake struck the capital city of Port- 
au-Prince on Jan. 12. He attended the 
Community Outreach Group (COG) 
meeting to share his story about being 
a part of the disaster and to share his 
hopes of what his current school will 
do to help his home. 

* “I am hoping that since this school 
is so dear to my heart it will help my 
other school that is also dear to my 
heart,” said Fabre. 

The school Fabre attended in 
Haiti, College Jean Prince Mars, was a 
school that taught grades K-12 and 
held about 600 students and is no 
longer standing. 

Fabre started to open up during the 
meeting to tell all that were in atten- 
dance about his experience during the 
aftermath. 

“J came from the countryside to 
fill my truck with cans of gas. The 
smell is something that has not left me 
even being back here. There was a 
baby still sucking on its dead mother's 
breast about 3 months old. I have some 
people I don't like and I would not 
even wish this on them,” Fabre said. 

After hearing about his personal 
experience it inspired COG to want to 
donate directly to College Jean Prince 
Mars but there is no known fund set up 
for the school. 

After looking over different chari- 
ties, the group voted and chose 
Partners in Health out of Boston to 
donate to. 

94.8 percent of profits from PIH 
are given directly to Haiti, 2.8 percent 
is used for administrative assistance, 
and 2.3 percent is for fundraising 


expenses. Out of all the charities 
researched, this was the one with the 
most money going directly to Haiti. 

Reanne Malesky, president of this 
group, was recently joined by newly 
appointed vice president, Stefan 
Trogisch, and they both look forward 
to seeing the outcome of this fundrais- 
er. 

“We are a community college, a 
community that is given an opportuni- 
ty for affordable education and now 
have the opportunity to help another 
community,” Malesky said. 

On Wednesday, February 17, from 
9 a.m. until 2 p.m. in Spurk building C 
lobby there will be a Haiti culture day 
and bake sale. You can alos wear red 


collect any donations faculty members 
are willing to give. 

At the next Contemporary Affairs 
meeting on Wednesday at 12 p.m. in 
room C110 there will be a donation jar 
set up so everyone in attendance can 
donate there if they’re willing. 

Not only is the Haverhill campus 
doing a lot to raise money and aware- 
ness of the Haiti quake but at the 
Lawrence campus there are collection 
boxes set up by the Sleep Tech group. 
If you want to donate items and other 
necessities instead, you can drop them 
off at the Lawrence campus. Jet Blue is 


the airline being used to ship the items” 


collected directly over to Haiti. 
Instead of the usual one-day 


MM 


We are a community college, a community 
that is given an opportunity for affordable 
education and now have the opportunity to 
help another community. 


-Reanne Malesky 


on that day to show your support. 
There will be no set prices for any 
items that are offered. Donating what- 
ever you are able to will help a tremen- 
dous amount. 

COG, Student Senate, Christian 
Club, GSA, SDS and student activities 
are all donating time and effort in help- 
ing make this fundraiser successful. 

Malesky is trying to set up a web- 
site under PIH on www.standwith- 
haiti.org so that people can donate and 
it will still go through the NECC fund 
that has been set up. Donating through 
that website will also allow for tax 
deductions. She is also trying to set up 
donation jars at the cafeterias so keep 
an eye out if you’re interested. 

There will be an envelope going 
around the staff division meeting, 
which will be on Friday, Feb. 19, to 


fundraiser, this one is planned to keep 
on going until the end of March. Soon 
you should expect to see the website 
up and running so you and whoever 
else you tell about it can continue mak- 
ing donations through there. Also there 
may be some chocoate bars for sale 
around campus as another type of 
fundraiser. COG, along with the other 
clubs and people assisting them in this, 
is hoping to end the fundraising period 
with a talent show which will also be a 
“pay what you can’ show. 

There are many endless opportuni- 
ties still in the works on different ways 
to raise money to the people who need 
it most right now. Keep an eye out 
around campus if you are interested in 
ways to help the people that need it the 
most right now. 
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Relief supplies are shown being brought to Port- 
au-Prince, Haiti by helicoptor. 


Uncertain future for students 


High unemployment 
rates make future 
uncertain for many 


By ToM HANNON 
Correspondent 


The national unemployment rate 
is currently over 10 percent, and there 
is another 7 percent who cannot col- 
lect any more and remain unem- 
ployed, and that is a whopping total of 
17 percent of this country out of 
work. When you graduate college that 
means there is a 17 percent chance 
you will not find a job. Self-employ- 
ment or contractor 1099 work may be 
a reality. It is time to be asking your- 
self the question if you are prepared 
for that? 

"The majority of students in the 
future will have to manage themselves 
as a small business as they go from 
one job to another, and from one com- 
pany to another. They will need to 
know how to manage their cash flow 
and market themselves to prospective 
business owners. The days of working 
30 years for one company and retiring 
are gone,” said Bill Zannini, head of 
the business department at NECC. 
According to bureau of labor statis- 
tics, the average American changes 
jobs every 4.1 years during their 40- 
year career, 10 job hunts are in your 


future if you work past 
age 60. Another number 
to consider is the average 


job lasts eight years 
before they become 
obsolete. 

The business depart- 
ment offers a class to 
consider, BUS 102, to 
help obtain the skills to 
manage both a business 
and a career. This is a 
core class for a business 


degree, but the value of. 


this course is now 
spreading into other pro- 
grams. Trish Kidney, 
head of the arts and 
design department, has 
added this course as a 
requirement. Other pro- 
fessors are considering it 


ing the Myers 

Out of work Duees, lye 
The U.S. unemployment rate jumped to 10.2 percent in October, Indicator to start 
the highest rate since 1983. looking at the 
Jobless trend Monthly unemployment rate skills you're 
10% ni 10.8% “eee: October 2009 good at and the 
8 ees careers that fit 
6 your personali- 
- ty. Is it precise? 
ree ene were ee ee ie ee No, but 83 per- 
"80 "8S "90 "95 - 00 "0S cent of the peo- 
Hardest-hit states Hardest-hit workers, jobs ple who take the 


Congress extended jobless benefits : 
tor up to 14 weeks, up to 20 weeks 
for those in states with jobless rates 


Young people and minorities have 
the highest jobless rates; 
unemployment rates, October 2009 


above 8.5 percent; rates for Teenagers 27.8% 
September, by state 

Be aie African-Americans 15.7% 

Below . 
Sra sk Highest Hispanics 13.1% 
@ Above 8.5% Michigan Adult men 10.7% 
Mt %, 
2% Adult women 8.1% 


“Any race 
Sectors with the biggest losses, 
October 2009 


test stay within 
a similar test 


range nine 
months later 
and 75 percent 


test in the same 
range two years 
later. 


as well as a needed skill 
for their students to suc- 
ceed after college. The 
value could be as ele- 
mentary as English Comp 101 moving 
forward. 

“The path to wealth and affluence 
is through self-employment of a small 
business. Two thirds of all million- 
aires come from being  self- 
employed," Zannni said. “The risk of 
starting a small business is just as 
great as entering the workforce and 
staying employed. Companies are cut- 
ting back and employees that remain 
are being asked to work harder and 


longer than ever before. Taking a risk 
in starting a small business puts you in 
charge and all the hard work and long 
hours are going towards your own 
success and not the success of a com- 
pany that no longer values its employ- 
ces 

Many entrepreneurs and career 
seekers, young and old, fail because 
they take the wrong path. NECC 
offers students excellent tools to help 
find their path. Zannini suggested tak- 


Construction —62,000 Hf h e 

Manufacturing —61,000 Ss tren g t h Ss 
Retail trade —40,000 

2009 mcT Quest, tun by. 

Source: US Bureay raph: Pal Gatt Dina Brown, is 

another great 


place to deter- 
mine your greatest strengths and tal- 
ents. Not everybody can be a writer, 
programmer, or graphic design artist. 
Mom and Dad told us we can be any- 
thing we want, but that is not true and 
it can get us in trouble if we do not fol- 
low our true paths. Last November, I 
observed a class at Brown. The 
teacher, never having met any of the 
students, told them all about them- 


selves from this test. NECC offers 
many other types of seminars and 


¥ 


workshops as well, but these two are 


the best to help you find the right path. 

Every career path has pros and 
cons, and as an entrepreneur there cer- 
tainly are both. 

“The benefits are that you get to 
do what you want to do and the prof- 
its are yours to keep. The drawbacks 
are the long hours and the uncertainty 
of income in the beginning; also, the 
stress and responsibility,” said 
Zannini. The class is designed so you 
can learn the steps that are needed to 
research and write a business plan, to 
develop a strategy, and to manage 
your business more effectively. You 
can reduce the stress and increase the 
change of success dramatically. 

“The skills you learn in the 
BUS102 course are life skills and 
every student should learn them. 
Whether you start a business or not, 
these life skills will make you a better 
employer of a small business or a bet- 
ter employee of a small business,” 
added Zannini. 

An article in The Writer, by 
Robert Dugoni, told a story of a father 
who spent his corporate life at IBM 
and said to his son, “If you follow 
your dreams the money will come, if 
you follow the money, you will lose 
your dreams.” The son is Micheal 
Collopy, now one of the premier por- 
trait photographers in the world. 


. 


s 
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Coach helps his 
players succeed on 
and off the court 


By Matr McCarron 
Sports Editor 


Darren 
Stratton didn’t 
become _ the 
head coach of 
the NECC 
Men’s basket- 


ball team 
‘ P= because it was 
Pe, = the highest 


playing or most glamorous, far from 
it in fact. He came to Northern Essex 
because he has a passion for the game 
of basketball and he wanted to make 
an impact in young men’s lives. 

Stratton had one goal in mind 
when he was named the head coach 
of the Northern Essex men's basket- 
ball team 10 years ago, he wanted to 
win a regional championship. Now, 
10 years later Stratton has yet to 
bring a title back to NECC, but dur- 
ing his time Stratton has left a lasting 
impact on many of the young men 
who have played for him. 

On Saturday, Jan. 30, 25 former 
NECC men's basketball players 
returned to celebrate the coach's 10 
years at the college. They also came 
to cheer on the current players as the 
Knights faced off against Springfield 
Tech. Alumni began arriving long 
before the | p.m. start time and gath- 
ered on the bleachers in the gymnasi- 
um. Former teammates greeted each 
other and talked about their time 
together, as well as what they've done 
since leaving NECC. 

Tyler Pagley played for Stratton 
from 2006-2008. He is currently 
studying at Westfield State, pursuing 
a career in law enforcement. While 
watching the game he reminisced 
about the camaraderie and friend- 
ships he developed while playing at 
NECC. 

“We're all like a big family, here 
we are years later and it's like we 
never left,” said Pagley. 


He told of how much effort and time 
he put into his work, and how much 
pride and passion he exhibited to his 
players. 

“His passion for the game, the 
emotion he expressed, it's a real 
pleasure see them (coaching staff) 
take pride in what they do,” said 
Pagley. 

It was during the game that 
Stratton's spirit and enthusiasm shone 
through. The Knighis fell behind by 
double digits during the first half, but 
Stratton's resolve never wavered. He 
constantly talked to and encouraged 
his players, both on the court and on 
the sideline, trying to get them to 
fight and get back in the game. 
Stratton fought a number of question- 
able calls with officials, showing his 
desire to win. 

The lead changed hands many 
times during the second half, but 
Stratton didn't lose confidence in his 
team. With the score tied, the final 
seconds counting down, and the 
Knights unable to break the tie, the 
game went into five minutes of over- 
time, 

As the overtime started Stratton's 
former players gave the Knights a 
boost of confidence. During the over- 
time the two teams continued to 
exchange blows, with players on both 
teams making clutch shots. However, 
as the buzzer sounded and the clock 
reached zero the Knights had pulled 
off a great comeback, prevailing over 
Springfield Tech 74 -73. 

After players and coaches 
exchanged handshakes Stratton was 
finally able to express his excitement 
as his former players gathered in the 
middle of the court and embraced 
their coach. As the players filed out 
into the Sports and Fitness Center 
lobby Stratton expressed just how 
much this meant to him. He talked 
about how good it was to see his for- 
mer players succeeding in life. 

“It really means a lot to me,” 
Stratton said. 

Stratton never thought he would 
still be at NECC after 10 years. 

“After the third or fourth year I 
had chances to leave, but there's 
something about NECC. When I took 


Julie Varney photo 


Former NECC alumni pose for a group photo with head coach Darren Stratton. 
The Knights defeated Springfield Tech 74-73 in overtime on Saturday, Jan. 30. 


the job I vowed to win a regional 
championship, it's what's holding me 
here,” said Stratton. 

After former players, friends and 
family gathered in the lobby, every- 
one moved into a classroom where a 
large array of food greeted them. As 
people returned to their seats from 
the buffet line, NECC Athletic 
Director Sue MacAvoy talked about 
what it has meant to have Stratton as 
the men's basketball coach. She 
thanked all the former players who 
had returned as well as friends and 
family. 

“I want to thank Darren 
(Stratton) for all the work he's done 
over the last 10 years,” said 
MacAvoy. She talked about how 
Stratton “treats his team like family” 
and said she looks forward to work- 
ing with him for years to come. 

As Coach Stratton addressed the 
crowd he told a story of how he has 
developed a strong sense of family 
and unity with his players. He told a 
story about how he led his team deep 
into the woods with shovels to bury a 
basketball. The basketball represent- 
ed all the losses and problems the 
team had experienced. As Stratton 
completed the story one of his former 


players, Nolan Murphy reached 
under a desk and presented Stratton 
with a chromed shovel, mounted on a 
large wooden plaque, celebrating his 
10 years at NECC. 

“He's a great guy, he does a great 
job with everyone here,” said 
Murphy. 

Assistant Coach Joe Tardif has 
been working with Stratton for nine 
years. He said him and Stratton have 
become best friends on and off the 
court. 

“It's fun because we have two 
different personalities, so we mesh 
well,” said Tardif. 

Tardif also talked about the 
impact Stratton has had on his play- 
ers. 

“He's taught them to grow up and 
be men in life,” said Tardif. 

Tardif said how rewarding it is 
“when we see these players come 
back, working on their master's 
degrees or owning businesses.” 

As the ceremony was nearing its 
end Stratton had three former team 
captains speak to his current players 
about their lives before coming to 
NECC, and how being on the basket- 
ball team helped them to get through 
school and move on to bigger and 


better things. One of those who spoke 
was Nolan Murphy. 

“I was 25 years old,” Murphy 
said. “My friend had just died, I was- 
n't doing anything with my life.” 

He told the audience how he 
started to apply himself at NECC, 
working hard both in the classroom 
and on the basketball court. 

“T put all this effort, the more I 
put in, the more I got out of it,” said 
Murphy. 

All-of the players who spoke 
echoed the same message. Each had 
been struggling in life before coming 
to NECC, but upon joining the men's 
basketball team they found a 
renewed sense of commitment, not 
only for themselves but also for each 
other. They talked about how Stratton 
had made a difference in their lives, 
and that they would be where they 
are today if it wasn't for the game of 
basketball. 

Nolan Murphy summed up his 
experience while being a student at 
NECC and a member of Coach 
Stratton's team. 

“NECC was great for me, school 
taught me a lot, Coach (Stratton) did 
too,” said Murphy. 


Aging athletes stunt Celtics’ stride 


Veteran Celts have a 
hard time keeping up 
with younger talent 


By ToM BUTTNER 
Correspondent 


pee 
Boston Celtics 
are too old and 
fragile to win the 
N B A 
Championship 
The entire “Big 
Three” are over 
the age of 30. 
Paul Pierce is the youngest at 32, 
Kevin Garnett is 33 and Ray Allen is 
34. This team just seems too old to 
win this years championship. 

Instead of going after a young 
player last offseason they acquired 
Rasheed Wallace, who is 35. 


Since the average age of the team 
is so high, they are constantly getting 
injured 

Last year without Garnett the 
Celtics couldn't get anything going in 
the playoffs, almost losing in the first 
round to the Chicago Bulls. Pierce 
recently went down with a foot 
injury. If the Celtics couldn't do any- 
thing without Gamett they probably 
won't do very well without Pierce. 

What the Celtics should do is 
trade away Ray Allen for a young 
prospect or for future draft picks. The 
last time the Celtics had the “Big 
Three” was in the 80's. The Celtics 
kept those three for too long and set 
the Celtics back for the coming year. 
If they had traded away one of the 
“Big Three” for a young player then 
they could of start rebuilding, sooner 
rather than later. If the Celtics decide 
to keep the current “Big Three” for 
another three years, who knows how 
long it would take for them to 
rebuild. 


Players like Glen Davis should 
be in the starting lineup, so. he can get 
more experience for the future. Rajon 
Rondo and Kendrick Perkins are both 
in their 20's. That would have three 
starting players under 25, instead of 
three players over 30 in the starting 
lineup 

This year’s upcoming NBA draft 
is going to be critical if the Celtics 
want to still be contending for a title 
in 3 or 4 years. They need to trade a 
shooting guard to replace Allen, not 
necessarily next year, but by 2012 
that new player should be in the start- 
ing lineup. The sooner the Celtics 
start rebuilding the faster they can be 
at a level where they compete every 
year instead of having to trade away 
almost every single draft pick or 
prospect for two players so they can 
win a title for one year. If their coach- 
ing staff can get a young team to 
starting winning they will still be in 
the hunt for the NBA title in 6 years. 


Celtics guard Rajon Rondo contributed 17 points in a 
losing effort. The Celtics fell to the Magic 96-89. 


Gilbert Arenas’ future 
in the NBA is now in 
serious jeopardy 


By DAN HOGAN 
Correspondent 


It seems 
like star ath- 
» letes in the 
' world of pro- 
fessional sports 
_ today are abus- 
ing their 2nd 
amendment 
rights far too 
often, and are paying the conse- 
quences. This amendment of course 
entitles American citizens the right to 
bear arms and defend themselves. 

Since 2008, when Plaxico Burress 
was sentenced to two years in jail for 
carrying a concealed weapon in a 
night club, wouldn't most athletes pick 
up on the fact that there will be severe 
punishment if they take a gun some- 
where or use it somewhere when it is 
against the law? 

Wizards players Javaris Cittenton 
and Gilbert Arenas apparently could 
not have cared less that it is illegal to 
have a gun in Washington, D.C if you 
don't have a license. The two players 
were arguing over a gambling dispute 
on the team's plane when Crittenton 
threatened to shoot Arenas in the knee. 
Arenas then placed four guns in front 
of Crittenton’s locker with a note that 
said “pick one.” Both players were 
appropriately suspended by the NBA. 

NBA commissioner David Stern 
has been working hard for years to 
improve the NBA's image and make it 
more family friendly. For the most 
part he has succeeded and parents 
have no problem bringing their chil- 
dren to games. 

Stern said that Arenas is “no 
longer fit to take the court.” Arenas 
will lose about $147,000 for each 


game that he misses, not to mention 
the money he will end up losing 
because of his sponsors cutting him 
loose. 

“The possession of firearms by an 
NBA player in an NBA arena is a mat- 
ter of the utmost concern to us,” Stern 
said in an interview. 

NFL commissioner Roger 
Goodell shares Stern’s concern about 
guns, as several NFL players have 
been in trouble with the law in the last 
few years for gun related incidents. 

In an interyiew with Goodell, he 
was asked how optimistically he looks 
at the future regarding guns. 

“Those should be wake up calls to 
all athletes about the dangers of pos- 
sessing guns. We have a strict policy 
that prohibits players from having any 
type of weapon in the workplace or 
while on club business. We discourage 
players from owning guns, period, but 
advise them if they do, they had better 
be in compliance with the law. No one 
is above the law,” Goodell said. 


Wire photo 
On Friday, Jan. 15, Gilbert Arenas pled guilty to the 
felony charge of carry a firearm without a license. 


Other than Burress, retired Colts 
wide receiver Marvin Harrison has 
also been linked to a shooting, but has 
not yet been found guilty of any 
wrongdoings. 

Former Super Bowl winning 
coach Mike Ditka voiced his opinion 
about guns in the NFL after the 
Burress incident. 

“This is all about priorities. When 
you get stature in life, you get the kind 
of contract, you have an obligation 
and responsibility to your teammates, 
to the organization, to the National 
Football League and to the fans. He 
just flaunted this money in their face. 
He has no respect for anybody but 
himself. I feel sorry for him, in the 
sense that, I don’t understand the 
league, why can anybody have a gun? 
I will have a policy, no guns, any NFL 
players we find out, period, you’re 
suspended,” said Ditka. 

Fortunately, the NHL and MLB 
have not had these problems, let’s 
hope it stays that way. 


New coach raises hopes 


Talented new coach 
might work wonders 
for NECC team 


By JIMMY PANGBURN 
Correspondent 


Things are 
looking up for 
NECC’s _ base- 
ball team thanks 
to their new 
head coach, 
Chris Shanahan. 

In college 
Shanahan was 
all conference, conference player of 
the year in fact, and won a national 
batting title hitting .524 his senior 
year at Daniel Webster. 

However, this is the first year 
he will be coaching college base- 
ball. When asked about his feelings 
toward being chosen for the head 
coaching job, Shanahan’s response 
was mixed. He was _ nervous 
because Northern Essex has such a 


strong baseball history, but also 
excited about taking over such a 
successful baseball program. 

“I think every person has an 
unwritten list of things they want to 
accomplish in life, and being a head 
baseball coach at the collegiate 
level is right at the top of my list,” 
said Shanahan. 

He also said he felt proud to be 
taking charge of a highly respected 
program that had a group of players 
with all the potential in the world to 
get back to the caliber of the 2006 
NECC baseball team. Needless to 
say, his expectations for the upcom- 
ing season are pretty high. 

“IT do believe the sky is the 
limit,” Shanahan said when asked 
about the 2010 season. If he has his 
way he will be going to Texas in the 
late spring (The NJCAA tourna- 
ment is being held in Texas this 
year). 

Winning on the field is only 
half the battle, however, and the 
team won’t be successful if the 
players are academically ineligible. 
Keeping the players in the game is 


one of Shanahan’s top priorities. 

For the coach the most impor- 
tant element to the teams success is 
and will be chemistry. 

“Teams can win games without 
chemistry but I do not believe they 
can win in crunch time if they do 
not have chemistry,” said 
Shanahan. 

Shanahan went on to say when 
a team has good chemistry they do 
not play hard just for themselves, 
they play hard for everyone else on 
the team as well. 

“One thing I love about the 
group of guys this year is their 
chemistry,” Shanahan said. 

A coach knows if his team has 
chemistry or not before the season 
even starts by observing how well 
they interact during practices. He 
said there is always a light mood at 
practice, but everyone is working 
hard. Everyone gets along and they 
will always help a teammate who 
may be down. This level of cama- 
raderie is a strong indicator that the 
team will do a lot of damage in the 
NJCAA this year. 


NECC Observer Feb. 10,2010 Page 13 


Weekly Sports Trivia 
~ QUESTIONS: 


1. How many MLB 
Hall of Famers have 
worn a Red Sox 
uniform? 


2. Who was the MLB 
rookie of the year in 
1997? 


3. Where will the 
2014 Olympic winter 
games be held? 


4. in what year were 
the Boston Bruins 
founded? 


5. Who hold the 
Celtics’ record for 
the most rebounds - 


in one game with 
51? 
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ARIES (March 21- 
ye April 20) Romantic invi- 
! tations, suggestive com- 
Aries ments and sensuality are 
difficult to resist. Many 

Aries natives will now enjoy a sud- 
den increase in vitality, fitness and 
emotional wealth. Avoid, however, 
becoming permanently distracted by 
short-term flirtations. Loved ones 
will soon ask for renewed promises 
and new devotion. Later this week a 
past financial mistake will require 
new quotes, legal advice or quickly 
revised documents. No serious 
affects are likely, so not to worry. 


Stay open. 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) Social timing and 
group sensitivity are now 
important to the success of 
long-term friendships. Early this 
week someone close may need help 
to resolve painful memories or move 
forward in new relationships. 
Encourage public optimism, fresh 
ideals and belonging. Moodiness or 
lingering moments of self-doubt will 
soon vanish. Tuesday through 
Saturday highlights unusual requests 
from colleagues or work partners. 
Hidden facts or changed documents 


may be at issue. Go slow. 
June 21) Love relation- 


I] ships will require your 


Gemini full devotion this week. 
New romantic partners or 

potential lovers now need to witness 
your social enthusiasm and mental 
charm. Introduce unique leisure 
activities, express previously hidden 
attractions or offer unexpected invi- 
tations. Intriguing emotional over- 


Taurus 


GEMINI (May 21- 


tures will not go unnoticed. After 
Thursday pay close attention to the 
quick comments of key officials. 
Late arriving financial information 
may prove briefly bothersome. 


CANCER (June 22- 
Oo July 22) Last minute invi- 
Qo tations are rewarding this 
Cancer week. Recently reluctant 
friends provide new social outlets. 
Explore all activities, suggestions 
and relationships. Many Cancerians 
will now end almost four weeks of 
inward thought or private reflection. 
Allow outdated social or group 
restrictions to fade. Fresh activities 
will be pleasing. After Thursday 
messages from past employers or 
forgotten colleagues introduce 
unique career opportunities. Pace 
yourself and waif for reliable paper- 
work. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 


J, 22) Career planning 
demands bold public dis- 
Leo cussion. After Monday 


expect romantic partners 
or relatives to press for final answers, 
defined goals or new business prom- 
ises. Set firm boundaries and avoid 
rushed decisions. Consistent dedica- 
tion to established ideals will ensure 
lasting success. Go slow and clarify 
all expectations. Later this week 
minor health issues will quickly fade. 
In the coming weeks a new fitness 
regime will prove extremely helpful: 
expect fast progress. 


mn 


Virgo 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) Job restrictions 
and minor _ tensions 
between colleagues will 
be strongly felt this week. 


If possible, avoid emotional risk in 
the workplace. Key officials will not 
offer clear instructions or reassuring 
words. Wednesday through Saturday 
a trusted friend or relative may 
review past experiences or examine 
yesterday's promises. Maintain a 
cheerful attitude and wait for obvious 
breakthroughs. All is well. Late this 
weekend rest and regain perspective. 
Physical energy may be low. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 

23) Family routines will 

auums this week be quickly dis- 
libra rupted by last minute 
group plans. Close friends 

or colleagues may now advocate 
unique social gatherings, new enter- 
tainment and rare artistic pursuits. 
All are positive but also time con- 
suming. Check with loved ones 
before offering definite promises. 
Social sensitivities are now high. 
After Saturday many Librans will 
begin six weeks of fast business pro- 
posals and new financial discussions. 
Bosses will offer little warning: stay 


alert. 
ML ing this week but also eas- 
ily misinterpreted. After 
Tuesday loved ones and potential 
romantic partners are highly sensitive 
to feelings of social exclusion. Make 
sure invitations or creative activities 
include everyone. This is not the right 
time to ignore minor jealousies or pri- 
vate resentments. Later this week a 
private business discussion becomes 
public. Wait for shared agreement and 
expect meaningful rewards: your 
instincts are accurate. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 22) Silly antics 
between friends are amus- 


SAGITTARIUS 


x (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 
} Business demands are 
Sagittarius now increasing. Before 

mid-week expect recent- 
ly silent or withdrawn managers to 
introduce rare policy changes or 
revised procedures. New methods, 
ironically, will likely trigger unnec- 
essary confusion. Remain quietly 
detached and avoid public debate. 
The need for public respect will be 
deeply felt this week. After Friday an 
unexpected social invitation may 
bring a passionate romantic attrac- 
tions into your life. Remain attentive 
to all emotional overtures. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 20) Before 
Wednesday expect a close 

Capricorn friend to ask for contro- 
versial advice or emotion- 
al support. Marital disputes or ongo- 
ing family triangles may now be 
unusually stressful. Offer kind words 
and concrete suggestions. Your atten- 
tion to small details and practical 
wisdom will help clarify difficult 
relationships. Take time to consider 
all options. Later this week a recent- 
ly postponed business project will 
require new attention. A complex job 
promotion may be offered: stay 
actively involved. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 

VN Feb. 19) Property agree- 
WN ments may now be can- 
Aquarius celled or thoroughly rede- 
fined. Financial promises, 

delayed payments and _ public 
accountability may all be key factors. 
After Tuesday ask loved ones for 
assistance or advice. Practical discus- 
sions between trusted friends or close 


relatives may present unique solu- 
tions. Don't be shy. Thursday through 
Sunday rest, pamper the body and 
closely study all insights or intu- 
itions. A new era of bold social and 
romantic discussions will soon begin. 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) Older man- 
‘ agers and officials will 
Pisces this week provide con- 
structive criticism. Wait for further 
information, however, before offer- 
ing an extra effort. Private politics 
and policy change may be an ongo- 
ing theme over the next three weeks. 
Remain quietly detached and watch 
for obvious improvements. Late this 
weekend family relations may 
become briefly complicated by con- 
flicting social plans. Remain cheer- 
fully diplomatic: loved ones will 
soon resolve their own disputes. 


If your birthday is this 
week...long-term friends and lovers 
may now challenge your recent social 
decisions. Living arrangements, 
group plans and new emotional obli- 
gations may be accented. Advocate 
privacy. This is not the right time to 
enter into public discussions with 
friends or romantic partners. Wait for 
an obvious atmosphere of approval or 
acceptance before revealing deep 
feelings. After April 8th an unexpect- 
ed work disruptions will require 
added dedication. Staff changes, hir- 
ing practices and employment stan- 
dards may all prove controversial 
before late May. Remain patient, 
however, and let authority figures 
negotiate all agreements. Later this 
year a new career path will appeal. 
Extra training or special educational 
programs are highlighted. 


We offer: 


Transfer to SNHU 


Finish your bachelor’s degree program at Southern New Hampshire University. 


¢ an easy credit-transfer process — up to 90 credits. 


* financial aid — up to $18,000 in grants and scholarships for full-time day students. — 


* career-focused academic programs with industry internships. 


studies, communication, graphic design, hospitality administration and psychology. 


Enroll in our full-time undergraduate day program, or pursue your degree online 
and/or at our centers in Manchester, Nashua, Portsmouth and Salem, N.H.. and 


Brunswick, Maine. 


- Rebecca Scalera, SNHU transfer student 


¢ lots of support and a welcoming community. 


Popular transfer programs include accounting, business administration, business 


Hearing so many great things about SNHU really motivated me to transfer. | was 
attracted to the great advertising program, the size of the campus (the classes 
are the perfect size for me), and the location. 


~) 


For More Information: 
Bethany Perkins 


©) Office of l ndergraduate Admission 


800.642.4968 | wiiesnhu.edu/ observer 


b.perkins@snhu.edu 


Southern, z 
New Hampshire 
University 


Associate Director/Transfer Coordinator 


The Universe According To 


(He Looks like 
an Alien >,>) 


LICE ws 
KEL 


I'M WRITING A 


IM TIRED 
OF THESE 
MOTHER 


I'M Somewdar 
DUBIovusS. 


StuT ve 
SHOT VE 
SHUT VF! 


the universe! 
It sucked a little 
less but it still 


And the world was on 


it's way, and so the 


gods brought destruc- 


tive creatures into 
existence 


(Sad thing is this 
conversation actually 
happened. **:) 


And the most 
sickening creature 
of all... SNAKESIl! 


Weal RHYMES 
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“SHUT UP” 2 
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ACROSS 
1 __ Longoria Parker 
4“ & Order” 


7 “My Mother the __” 
10 Ugandan tyrant Idi __ 
11 Greek letter 
12 In the past 
13 Fleetwood RV model 
15 Denials 
16 __ Skelton 
17 “Grey's Anatomy” star 
20 Chatroom laugh 
21 __ Mineo 
22 Star of “Get Smart” 
27 Conway and Allen 
30 __ Ortiz of “Ugly Betty” 
31 Scottish “no” 
32 Lucy Ricardo __ McGillicuddy 
33 Lead role in “20,000 Leagues 
Under the Sea” 
35 Woman who loved Rhett Butler 
38 Long, long time 
40 “__ and Sympathy” 
41 Series for Julianna Margulies 
47 “__, humbug!” 
49 Erich __ Stroheim 


Solution to Last Week’s Puzzle 
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THE TV CROSSWORD 


by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


50 Actor __ McDermott 

51 Paul's cousin on “Mad About 
You” 

52 And so forth: abbr. 

53 Actor George __ 

54 “Annie __ Your Gun” 

55 Fish eggs 

56 “Catcher in the __” 


DOWN 
1 Actor Jannings 
2 Stringed instrument 
3 __ Lansbury 
4 Late-night host 
5 Tiny particle 
6 Stinging insects 
7 “_ in the City” 
8 Grow old 
9 Serling or Stewart 
10 “I can't believe |__ the whole 
thing!” 
14 “...and giving 
he rose...” 
18 Makes arrangements 
19 “Please Don't __ the Daisies” 
22 Mr. Rather 
23 “___ Life to‘Live” 
24 “__ Tune”; game show of old 
25 Bernie __ 
26 “...from __ shining sea.” 
28 “How! ___ Your Mother” 
29 Roll the hair 
34 “__ LaLa” 
36 __ Foxx 
37 Perry Mason or Ben Matlock 
39 At no time 
42 “All Dogs __ Heaven” 
43 “__ upon a time...” 
44 “Now __ me down to sleep. | 
pray...” 
45 Lose color 
46 Nav. rank 
47 “The __ Bang Theory” 
48 “People __ Funny” 


, up the chimney 


a 
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Presidents' Day trivia contest 


1. Who was the only president elected unanimously by the Electoral College? 


2. Jefferson, Madison, Monroe and J.Q. Adams, presidents number 3, 4, 5 and 
6, all had the same job before becoming president. What was it? 
3. Presidents William Henry Harrison, John Tyler, Zachary Taylor and Millard 
Fillmore were neither Republicans nor Democrats. What party did they belong 
to? 
4. What president requested that a copy of the U.S. Constitution be placed 
under his head in his tomb? 
5. Which president received more electoral votes in a single election than any 
other? 
6. Who became president without receiving a single electoral vote for president 
or vice-president? 
7. How many presidents have died in office? Has any vice-president ever died 
in office? 
8. Which president had to have a special bathtub installed in the White House? 
9. Who is the only person to have served as both president and chief justice of 
the U.S. Supreme Court in his lifetime? 
10. Who was the youngest president ever? 

Answers can be e-mailed to either rpadova@necc.mass.edu or amorse@necc.mass.edu. 


The first person to submit a complete set of correct answers will receive a cherry pie. 
The answers will be provided in the Feb. 24 edition of the Observer. 
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EXPERIENCE SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY 


WINTER /SPRING INFORMATION SESSIONS STUDENT-T0-STUDENT INTERVIEWS AND TOURS 


February 13 INFORMATION SESSION February 27 
February 16, 17, 18 March 6 April 24 


April 20, 21, 22 


2010 


TRANSFER ADMISSION 
NEW ENGLAND SCHOOL SESSIONS 
OF ART & DESIGN February 12 
INFORMATION SESSIONS March § 
February 26 


April 23 


www.suffolk.edu/visit Sutfotk Unrversity Oftice of Undergraduate Admission Teh: 617.573.8460 


